In Northern India.
spiritual service to both families, was offended on the same occasion by Sahodra making the badness of the times an excuse for not offering her a fee. The two malcontents were not long in comparing their injuries together, and in encouraging each other to vengeance. Of what exact sort the revenge was to be cannot be certainly known; for the measures that they took were not necessarily fatal, and may not have been intended to go beyond causing annoyance and hurt.
One morning, then, Manu, having gathered some dkatura in a neighbouring garden, took the stone on which Isu's curry-powder was usually ground, and sitting down with Isu on the floor, began to prepare a quantity of drugged food When it was ready, the two carried it to Sahodra, as a peace offering : she ate of it and shortly after had an attack of vomiting, and lay down to rest.
Presently, the boys came home from their day-school to get their mid-day meal, and, in spite of their finding their mother ill, helped themselves to the porridge with the thoughtless appetite of youth. As they also became affected with the same symptoms, word was taken to the father in his shop, with the result already mentioned. The mother died in hospital, the lads recovered after a long illness.
These marriage expenses have often been deplored by friends of the peasantry.    Ouly the other day, when the Famine Commissioners   were going through  their inspection-work near   Agra they found a poor emaciated man shivering against a south wall, wrapped in a tattered blanket, who told them that he had once held a considerable share in the estate.    *' But what," asked a Commissioner has brought you to this state ? '* The man shivered sadly, but promptly answered,* Shadi"  (literally "Joy," but meaning in his mouth *' Wedding feasts/') Indeed, the peasant women are often a trouble of the first magnitude.   Giggling hussies, shrill drabs, foul bags, from   cradle to funeral-pile the women of these parts are of little use except as feeble beasts of burden and constant causers of quarrel, bones of contention,   corrupters of youth, or provokers of mischief.    Goaded by the tongue of her mother-in-law, perhaps starved into the bargain, many a young wife has sought refuge in the bottom   of a well, often with her infant in her arms.   They cannot be kept secluded, like their wealthier sisters, yet they want as much looking  after.   The  honour of families is deeply valued and easily compromised ; while any stain upon it is poignantly felt.  Not long ago, a carpenter  with  a   youug   widowed    daughter   cut   her throat with his adze because she went out after dark contrary to his orders ; he then locked the door upon the corpse, and went off to the Police to give himself in charge.
Space will not allow the-exhibition of any more of these pictures of the existence of Indian Hodge,   His ways are neither altogether